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How is Rhia Ventures
innovating within Maternal
Care?

Rhia Ventures is a social impact
organization that operates at the
unique intersection of health
equity and capitalism to achieve
just and equitable maternal
health outcomes for women and
other birthing people. Our work
includes venture capital investing
in early stage maternal health
companies through RH Capital,
a Rhia Ventures fund;

supporting
investors with

entrepreneurs and
incorporating a
health equity lens into
investments and company
practices; amplifying the stories
and lived experiences of birthing
people and entrepreneurs of color
to challenge the harmful societal
messages about pregnancy and
motherhood through our podcast
PS Blossom; and advancing
corporate, state, and federal
policies that center the maternal
health needs of employees and
community members through our
corporate engagement and
advocacy work.

What do you perceive as the
largest barriers to achieving
more equitable maternal
care? How can we strategize
to overcome these?

Race- and gender-based
inequities in maternal health
outcomes are the direct result of
systems, practices and policies
that have pushed specific
populations to the margins of
care. Achieving more equitable
maternal healthcare will first



require an understanding of how
the healthcare field’s history of
structural racism still impacts
healthcare  outcomes today.
Next, it will require actively
seeking out and removing the
underlying social advantages
and disadvantages that
contribute to different outcomes
between groups. Finally it will
require co-crafting healthcare
solutions with, and that
intentionally center, populations
who have  historically been
marginalized. These actions will
support both the advancement of
equitable maternal care and the
improvement of maternal health
outcomes for all.

How important is the role of
investors in maternal care?

The private sector, including
investors and venture-backed
startup companies, have a
significant role to play in
advancing maternal health
equity. Innovation in maternal
healthcare is underfunded so
private sector investment is

critical to supporting the
visionary, innovative  product
development that’'s unlikely to
attract risk-averse federal or
foundation grants. Additionally,
investors can play a powerful role
in  ensuring that maternal
healthcare startup companies
embed principles of health equity
into their organizational policies
and product design. Finally,
investors can adopt an impact
management and measurement
approach that assesses the
maternal health equity impacts of
their investments.

Which conversations are you
most looking forward to
having at the Future of
Maternal Care Summit?

All of the panels look absolutely
amazing but | think I'm most
excited to hear about evidence-
based community driven models
of care from in the Panel
Discussion hosted by Heluna
Health: Striving for Birth Equity:
Community-Based Models of
Success in California.



